Arkansas
Confederate
Regimental Histories
More than 30 infantry regiments, a dozen cavalry regiments, and a host of assorted battalions, companies, and batteries were raised in Arkansas for Confederate service during the War Between the States. Most of these units, regretfully, have never had a spokesman or a historian. Researching the history of Arkansas's Confederate forces is made doubly hard by the fact that shortages of supplies, including paper, after the summer of 1862 kept many regiments and companies from keeping detailed records. And most regrettably, for the Arkansans who served in the Confederate Army of Tennessee and Army of Northern Virginia, the intensity of combat and harsh life in the field left few survivors to tell their tales.

A peculiarity of Arkansas's numbering system for its Confederate regiments is the repeated use of the same regimental number for several totally different units. First, the Arkansas State Troops regiments raised between May and July of 1861 were numbered sequentially from the 1st to the 5th, as were the regiments raised later in the year for Confederate service. All the Arkansas units raised in the first year of the War were ultimately taken east of the Mississippi River for Confederate service and were not returned; state authorities then assigned those same numbers to newly formed units intended for employment at home here west of the river. Likewise, regiments raised at the same time in different areas of the state often gave themselves the same regimental number. Some regiments were given a new number whenever another colonel took command. And finally, casualties in combat often led to the "consolidation", or merging of two or more regiments in order to preserve a certain degree of combat power in a regimental-sized unit as well as to avoid the problem of "too few Indians" in a regiment. In many cases one must cite both the regimental number and the commander's name to be sure that one is referring to the correct regiment.

The capsule histories herein have been compiled mainly from (1) Stewart Sifakis, Compendium of the Confederate Armies: Florida and Arkansas (New York: Facts on File, 1992); (2) Clement Evans, Confederate Military History, Volume 10 (Louisiana and Arkansas) (Wilmington, NC, Broadfoot Publishing Co., 1987); and (3) Supplement to the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies in the War of the Rebellion, Part II, Serial 14; as well as scanning the Confederate orders of battle listed in many recent campaign and battle histories. These web pages are continually a work in progress. If you know of additional information and/or resources for Arkansas's Confederate units, please drop me a note at the address below.

As stated above, this is still a work in progress. If you find that I haven't gotten around to posting "your" regiment on the web site yet, drop me a line by e-mail, and I'll move that one higher on the list and get it posted ASAP.
34th Arkansas Infantry Regiment
Organized in September, 1862 at Prairie Grove Washington county, Arkansas under the command of Colonel William H. Brooks. Field officers were Lt. Col. Thomas M. Gunter, Major Fountaine R. Earle, Adjutant M.C. Duke, Quartermaster James Trott, surgeon, Dr. W.B. Welch, assistant surgeon. Company commanders were Co. A, Cpt. T.M. Gunter (succeeded by Cpt. J.W. Walker); Co. B, Cpt. Fountaine R. Earle (succeeded by Cpt. James Mitchell); Co. C, Cpt Samuel A. Smithson; Co. D, Cpt. William Owsley; Co. E, Cpt. James M. Wright; Co. F, Cpt. C.L. Pickens; Co. G, Cpt. James Owsley; Co. H, Cpt. Wallace; Co. I, Cpt. A.V. Edmondson; Co K, Cpt. J.R. Pettigrew; (succeeded by Cpt. A. Wilson). Companies A, B, C, H, and K recruited most of the able-bodied men from Washington County; Companies D, E, G, and K contained many from Franklin and Crawford counties. Company F was from Newton County.

After organization and muster, the regiment went into camp at Mount Comfort for drill and training, then at Elm Springs, then to Elkhorn Tavern, then to Camp Reagan, and then to Spadra, on the Arkansas River where the regiment was armed with M1853 Enfield rifles. From Spadra, the regiment marched to Mazzard Prairie, near Fort Smith, where they were assigned to Fagan's Brigade. From there, the brigade crossed the Arkansas River, leaving Van Buren on December 3, halting at Lee's Creek for a formal, mass presentation of battle flags to each regiment. The march was resumed, and on December 7, 1862, the brigade reached Prairie Grove, AR, where it met its first combat action. Fagan's Brigade held off the attack of Herron's division, taking substantial losses, but still held their ground at nightfall when the battle faded to a close. Despite their tactical victory, lack of supplies and reinforcements caused Hindman to retreat, and the army returned to the vicinity of Van Buren.

The regiment and Fagan's Brigade served after this at the battle of Helena on July 4, 1863, and in the defenses of Little Rock on September 10-11. General A.T. Hawthorn took command of the brigade in the fall of 1863, where it in turn was assigned to Churchill's Arkansas Division during the Red River Campaign. The Division fought against the advance of Union General Nathaniel Bank's army in north-central Louisiana in March and early April of 1864, defeating and repelling him in a series of battles at Mansfield (or Sabine Crossroads), Pleasant Grove, and Pleasant Hill, LA between March 30 and April 10, 1864. On April 22, Churchill's Division then slung their knapsacks for the long march north back into Arkansas to deal with the other part of the Federal advance, General Frederick Steele's advance simultaneous advance from Little Rock toward Camden. The divison arrived after a long forced march at Woodlawn, AR on April 26, where they rested overnight, then joined the pursuit of Steele's retreating army, catching it trying to cross the Saline River near Jenkins' Ferry. At Jenkins' Ferry, the 34th Arkansas probably suffered more losses than during the rest of the war, with its colonel falling wounded, and many of the officers as well.

Following Jenkins' Ferry, the 34th Arkansas returned to camp near Camden, and reorganized to account for its casualties. Companies C, H, and A were consolidated into Company A, Company G was merged into Company D, and Company I merged with Company K. The regiment saw no further combat action during the war, and laid down its arms on April 23, 1865, at Sulphur, Bowie County, Texas.

Officers: Col William H. Brooks. Field Officers: Major Fountaine R. Earle; Lt. Col. Thomas M. Gunter; Maj (later Lt. Col.) James R. Pettigrew.

Also Known As: Brook's 2nd Arkansas Infantry Regiment

References: Washington County Historical Society, The Battle of Prairie Grove.
McCURDY, JAMES K. Co L, 2nd Ark Cav, CSA 
 Gill Cemetery, Crawford Co, AR 

 McCURDY, WILLIAM P.   Pvt Co K, 9th Ark Inf, CSA 
 Interred Nov 28, 1861 Soldiers Rest, Elmwood Cemetery, Memphis, TN 
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Prairie Township Continued 
Found on:

http://members.tripod.com/~MikaJackson/wa40-6.html

Page Thirty

	Line 19 

David E. McCurdy 

w/m under 5 yrs=1
w/m 20-30 years=1 

w/f under 5 yrs=1
w/f 15-20 years=1
	Line 20 

Wm McCurdy 

w/m under 5 yrs=1
w/m 15-20 years=2
w/m 20-30 years=1
w/m 50-60 years=1 

w/f 10-15 years=1
w/f 15-20 years=1
w/f 40-50 years=1

	Line 23 

Sam McCurdy 

w/m under 5 yrs=1
w/m 05-10 years=1 
w/m 30-40 years=1 

w/f under 5 yrs=1
w/f 05-10 years=1
w/f 10-15 years=1
w/f 15-20 years=1
w/f 30-40 years=1
	Line 24 

Mathias Brower 

w/m 15-20 years=1
w/m 40-50 years=1 

w/f 05-10 years=1
w/f 30-40 years=2

	Line 25 

Hezekiah Appleby 

w/m 05-10 years=1
w/m 10-15 years=2
w/m 15-20 years=1
w/m 40-50 years=1 

w/f 05-10 years=1
w/f 10-15 years=1
w/f 40-50 years=1 

Slaves 

bf 10-24 years=1
	Line 26 

P.B. Noland 

w/m under 5 yrs=3
w/m 20-30 years=2 

w/f 20-30 years=1

	Line 27 

James McCurdy 

w/m under 5 yrs=1
w/m 05-10 years=1 
w/m 10-15 years=1
w/m 15-20 years=1
w/m 20-30 years=1
w/m 40-50 years=1 

w/f 10-15 years=1
w/f 15-20 years=1
w/f 40-50 years=1
	Line 28 

John Ware 

w/m under 5 yrs=1
w/m 05-10 years=1
w/m 10-15 years=1 
w/m 15-20 years=1
w/m 20-30 years=2
w/m 40-50 years=1 

w/f 05-10 years=1
w/f 10-15 years=1
w/f 40-50 years=1


Found on:

http://members.tripod.com/~MikaJackson/wa40-7.html

Page Thirty Five
Line 7 

Wilson McCurdy 

w/m 05-10 years=1
w/m 20-30 years=1 

w/f 60-70 years=1

1850
Washington County
Arkansas Census 
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This census transcription will contain the following information:
Dwelling houses numbered in the order of visitation.
Families numbered in the order of visitation.
The name of every person, whose normal place of abode on the first day of June 1850, was in this family. 
Age, *Sex and Color.
Profession, Occupations or Trade,
Value of Real Estate,
Place of Birth,
**Married within the last year,
***Attended School within the last year,
****Person over the age of 30 years that cannot read or write. 

*Sex and Color will be transcribed here as w/m = white male, b/m = black male, m/m = mulatto male.
w/f = white female, b/f = black female, m/f = mulatto female. 

** Married within the last year will be transcribed here as an M after the place of birth. 

***Attended school within the last year, will be transcribed here with an S after the place of birth. 

****Person over the age of 30 that cannot read or write will be transcribed here with an I after the place of birth.
Page 329 

SCHEDULE I Free Inhabitants in Marshill Township in the County of Washington in the State of Arkansas enumerated by me on the 17th day of October 1850 - John Buchanan Ass't Marshal.
LINE NO. NAME/RACE/GENDER/AGE TRADE/LAND-VALUE WHERE BORN



Found on:

http://members.tripod.com/~MikaJackson/wa50-2.html

Dwelling & Family No. 96
42.  Wm C.      McCurdy  w/m 32 yrs  Shoemaker     TN

Page 335-B
1.  Nancy      McCurdy  w/f 25 yrs                 AL

2.  Sarah      McCurdy  w/f  7 yrs                 AR - S

3.  William    McCurdy  w/m  3 yrs                 AR

4.  Mary       McCurdy  w/f  2 yrs                 AR

Found on:

http://members.tripod.com/~MikaJackson/wa50-11.html

Page 387 
Prairie Township
Dwelling & Family No. 65
13. Wilson    McCurdy w/m 34 yrs  Farmer         TN

14. Rhoda     McCurdy w/f 25 yrs                 AL

15. William   McCurdy w/m  6 yrs                 AR - S

16. Mary      McCurdy w/f  4 yrs                 AR

17. Franklin  McCurdy w/m  2 yrs                 AR

This information was found on the web pages listed below – change the 22 to 1-22 to get to theses pages

http://members.tripod.com/~MikaJackson/wa50-22.html

